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or another); and that he treats of an intrigue with
some unknown woman. The identification of the
young man of the first seventeen sonnets with other
friends who are praised in later sonnets is not certain,
though in some cases probable; and much research and
conjecture have entirely failed to make clear the rela-
tions between the poet, the rival poet, the lady, and the
friend. The Sonnets furnish us with no knowledge of
Shakespeare's personal affairs, and only a meager basis
even for gossip as to some of his experiences with men
and women.

Another kind of inquiry has sought to discover in
the sonnets not facts or incidents of Shakespeare's life,
but indications of his emotional experiences. The re-
sults of such inquiry are manifestly outside the scope
of this chapter. For their discussion, the reader must
be referred to Professor Alden's comprehensive Vario-
rum edition of the Sonnets. Shakespeare's personality
as It is reflected from his works will also be considered
in the concluding chapter of this volume. So much
stress, however, has been placed on interpretations of
the sonnets, and these have so often occupied an exag-
gerated place in his biography, that it may be worth
while to remark that, whether these lyrical poems are
genuine and personal or are conventional and literary,
and whether they make the poet more clearly dis-
cernible or not, they must certainly be taken not alone
by themselves, but in connection with the dramas as
affording us an impression of the man who wrote them.